
LETTER FROM THE CAMP 
DIRECTOR 

Dear Camp For Me Families and Friends, 

   I have so many happy memories from Camp For 
Me 2016! For two weeks last summer, our camp 
facilities at Stowe High School were filled with 
laughter, friendship, and fun. Guided by our theme 

– Connect! – our camp community of 63 campers, 11 counselors, and 6 volunteers built relationships and tried new things 
together. It was magic! 
   Once again, Stowe High School was a great home-base for camp, providing us with fields, woods, cozy gathering nooks, 
and comfortable indoor space. This past summer we brought back many favorite activities such as archery, Soapy Slip and 
Slide, tie dye, field trips to Green River Reservoir, and the Friday family cookout. New highlights included a visit from an 
adorable therapy dog, Ben & Jerry's Tuesdays, a session with Ms Vermont Nipu Coe, and spirit activities including crazy hair 
day and costume day.  
   Our amazing staff included new and returning counselors who 
brought an abundance of energy and patience to their roles. Colin 
took us on explorations in the woods. Alison led wacky sports and 
games like Aqua-Kickball. Our teens coordinated a variety of fun 
choice activities.  
   Our art program got a huge boost this year with the arrival of 
MC Baker on staff. Connecting art and nature, she made great 
use of the woods that abut the school property. Children were 
encouraged to explore and create as they made their own Andy 
Goldsworthy-style nature art, crafted cardboard owls, and painted 
a colorful mural together. In addition, she captured their work in 
color photographs and made a beautiful display, showing campers that their work and ideas are valued.  
   The friendships created at camp can be long-lasting with the connection of adoption. But the connection does not stop 
there. Whether engaging in conversations about what family looks like to them, sharing stories about being a child of color in 
Vermont, or finding new confidence in the company of peers and supportive adults -- these all weave together a remarkable 
experience for the children who attend Camp For Me. 
Thank you for being part of the Camp For Me community. We look forward to more fun and adventures together! 

   Sincerely, 
   Amy Chambers, Camp Director 
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Christine Aldrich (11-12 year olds): 
I'm enjoying the beautiful fall colors in Burlington, watching the 
leaves turn and counting down the days until I can hit the 
slopes! When I'm not daydreaming about powder, I teach and 
coach soccer and basketball at Edmunds Middle School. If you 
see me around with one of my teams, don't hesitate to say Hi! 

Colin Bradley (Outdoor Education):  
This fall, I am living at an Eco Community House in Burlington 
while I work at the ReTribe Forest School, mentor a boy to 
develop earth-based skills, host kids' birthday parties in nature, 
and help build houses. I also like to catch leaves when they fall 
off the trees. 

Sera Hy jek (7-10 year olds): 
I started a new position in North Hero this fall, teaching 3rd and 
4th grade, and I've had a great start to the year with my 
exuberant crew of kiddos. We've been writing realistic fiction, 
making clouds form in a cup, and reading up a storm. Outside of 
school, I'm getting excited about ski season - I have new gear 
and I'm ready to go! 

Jenny Norris (7-10 year olds): 
I've been busy leading workshops in Vermont schools as a Flynn 
Center teaching artist. I might visit your school one day in the 
future! I've also been hiking as much as possible and enjoying 
the fall foliage. 

Hillary Wheeler (teens): 
I have been very busy since camp: mountain biking, gardening, 
visiting the ocean to paddleboard surf, and getting to know a 
whole bunch of new students at Essex High School! Teens, I had 
an absolute blast last summer going on our many adventures 
and seeing you excel in your many roles at camp. You are our 
future counselors and are on the road to being outstanding 
citizens. See you in 2017!

STAFF UPDATES 
During the months when they're not working at camp, our 
counselors hone their teaching and leadership skills with a 
wide variety of activities. We asked a few of them to tell 

us what they're doing this fall for work and fun.  
Here's a glimpse! 

Apple Picking 
OCTOBER 2016 

Fifteen families gathered at Adams Apple Orchard on 
October 1st for our fall social, enjoying cider donuts and 

the good company of friends. 

Save The Date! 
Camp For Me Winter Social! 

Sunday, January 16, 2016 
Thatcher Brook Primary School in Waterbury 

11:30am to 3:30pm 
A fun-filled day of sledding, hot chocolate,  

winter games, and fellowship! 



CAMP FOR ME NEEDS A NEW OFFICE! 
We're in search of a small office space that could be donated or rented 
to us at low cost, preferably in Burlington. We need space that can 
accommodate a desk, two filing cabinets, a printer, and some storage 
boxes. If you or someone you know might have a suitable space 
available, please contact Admin Assistant Ana Ruesink at 
anaruesink@burlingtontelecom.net or 860-1324. Many thanks! 

“I just wanted to express my 
extreme gratitude to everyone 
involved with Camp For Me! 

My son really enjoyed himself, but 
most importantly he came away with 
a great sense of self worth and 
pride that is going to last a long 
time. 

Staff is great! Activities are great! 
Art work was great! 

Thank you so much for the hard work 
and energy – and for understanding 
that it's about the kids. Special group 
and we are already looking forward to 
next year!” 

 Andrew Mack, a grateful  
Camp For Me dad 

−

Calendar of Events 
December 2-4, 2016:  

Vt. International Festival 
Champlain Valley Expo , Essex Junction. 
www.vermontinternationalfestival.com 

January 16, 2017:  
Camp For Me Winter Social!  

11:30am to 3:30pm, Thatcher Brook 
Primary School, Waterbury 

February 4, 2017:  
KidsVT Camp Fair 

Hilton Burlington, 10am - 2pm.  
www.kidsvt.com 

March 2017 (date & location TBD): 
Vermont Foster and Adoptive Family 

Association Conference 
vfafa.org 

April 21, 2017:  
Vermont Adoption Consortium 

Conference 
Lake Morey Resort, Fairlee. 

www.vtadoption.org 

July 10-14 and 17-21, 2017 (tentative): 
Camp For Me 2017! Theme: “EXPLORE” 
Registration will be open soon; please visit 

our website for updates

LETTER FROM THE NEW CO-PRESIDENTS 
   For more than 20 years, Camp For Me has offered summer day camp programs for young people who 
joined their families through adoption. Each of our campers has a unique story and journey – whether over 
oceans or within the state. Camp offers them all a time and place to come together, connect, and be in the 
company of others who share the family bond of adoption. 

   This past summer was a great success. Campers connected, learned, and 
played together. They created beautiful art, explored the outdoors, and 
adventured to exciting locations. Our talented director Amy Chambers 
assembled an amazing staff who led a rich variety of activities. All of this was 
made possible thanks to the generous support of many many people. We feel 
lucky to have such a strong network of friends and supporters. You all make 
camp what it is. 

   The board of directors are proud to carry on the tradition of Camp For Me and its mission. We are working 
hard to help us all stay connected and celebrate the Camp For Me experience year round. Our first social of 
the year was an apple picking outing at Adam's Apple Orchard in Williston last month. It was a yummy, good 
time as campers and families picked apples, ate cider donuts, enjoyed each other's company, and made plans 
to see each other soon. 
   NEW! A winter social is in the works for January 16th at Thatcher Brook Primary School in Waterbury. 
Come join us, bring a friend or prospective camper, and have some fun together. See details in this 
newsletter. 
   Don't forget to follow us on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter for the latest updates and visit our website at 
www.camp4me.org.  Thank you – and we hope to see you soon! 

Yours truly, 
Mandy Couturier and Shani Varricchione, Co-Presidents 

PS Please consider making a year-end donation to Camp For Me. Your financial help ensures that 
Camp For Me can continue to create a caring community for adopted children and teens for the 
upcoming season and future summers. A donation envelope is enclosed. 
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Special thanks to the 
following individuals and 
organizations! Their in-kind 
support of time and talent 
helped to make Camp For 
Me 2016 a great success! 

Amalgamated Cultureworks 
Ben & Jerry's 
Sandy Cahill 
Nipu Coe 
Brad Cook 
Liam Danaher 
Keurig-Green Mountain 
Nancy McKeena 
Stowe High School 
Lauri Thurber  
Alex Tretiak 

The following individuals, families, and 
businesses made a donation to Camp For 

Me in the past year. We are grateful for 
their support. 

Linda Adams & Stacy Schaaf 
Anonymous 

David Barrington & Cathy Paris 
Tyler & Miranda Bergmeier 

Judith Blank 
Deb & Bob Burke 

Philip Bush 
Brian & Rima Carlson 

Bob Carmody & Mary Scripps 
Ann Clark 

Howard & Anne Connolly 
Janet & Stephen Connor 
Mandy & Greg Couturier 

Nancy Deluca & Suzanne Blanchard 
Susan Fowler 
Ruth Furman 

Andrea Gallitano 
Alden & Ruth Guild 

Scott Gurley & Jane Dudley 
IBM 

Daniel King & Gail Henderson-King 
Tami Koester 

Sue Krajac & Jacquie Dragon 
Elaine Limanek 

Joanne & James Limanek 
Kristi & Corey Lombard 

Alyson Mahony & Howie Michaelson 
Peter Miller 

National Life Group 
Dorsey Naylor 
Jason Ponce 

Robin & Greg Rabideau 
Peter & Ellen Roberts 

Donald Schneider & MK Monley 
Kevin & Pascale Stephani 

Texas Roadhouse 
Lisa Torchiano 

Douglas Watmough 
White & Burke Real Estate Investment 

Brenda & Paul Wilson 
Jackie Woodside & Heather Harker 

Thank you to our donors!

Thanks also to the following agencies 
and foundations who provided financial 
support and assistance. We couldn’t do 
it without them! 

Ben & Jerry's Foundation 
Jack & Dorothy Byrne Foundation  
Easter Seals of Vermont 
Lund Family Center 
NFI Vermont, Inc. 
Northeast Kingdom Human Services 
Vermont Department for Children & 
Families 
Westford Committee on Children & 
Families 


